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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, January 8, 2020.  Present were Eldon 

F. Moreira, Chairman; Denise R. Reyes, Vice Chairman; and Anthony J. Kinahan, Clerk. Also 

present were David L. Gagne, Town Administrator and Linda A. Torres, Assistant Town 

Administrator. The meeting convened at 6:30 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town 

Hall. 

Also present: 

Victor Flaherty, Chief of Police 

Christopher Werner, Liquor Agent 

Anne Iannitelli, Town Clerk 

George Karam, Nara Hookah Lounge 

Tony Verra, Grand Slam Pizza and Pub 

Levon Harutyunyan, Mega Motors 

John Coville, Mega Motors 

Deborah Cauley, 660 North Main Street 

 

Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Moreira stated that the meeting would be recorded and that some or all parts of the 

meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips which may be used separately from the video of the entire meeting. 

Chairman Moreira stated first on the agenda was the Town Clerk, Anne Iannitelli, regarding the 

State Primary date, early voting and nomination papers. 

 

Ms. Iannitelli stated legislation has changed the date of the State Primary and it is now being 

held on September 1, 2020. Ms. Iannitelli stated the Presidential Primary is scheduled for March 

3, 2020 and there will be 5 days of early voting this year. Ms. Iannitelli stated early voting will 

take place at the Town Hall during usual business hours starting February 24, 2020 and ending 

on February 28, 2020.  Ms. Iannitelli stated the last day to register to vote or change your 

political party is February 12, 2020, which can be done at the Town Hall or online. Ms. Iannitelli 

stated the Annual Town Election will be held on April 11, 2020. Ms. Iannitelli stated nomination 

papers are available at the Town Clerk’s Office and are due back by February 21, 2020 by 5 p.m. 

Ms. Iannitelli stated each candidate must obtain 34 signatures to qualify for placement on the 

ballot. 

 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the application for an entertainment license for 

Verra Catering Inc. dba Grand Slam Pizza and Pub, located at 269 North Main Street. 

 

Mr. Verra introduced himself and stated he is looking to host game nights at Grand Slam Pizza 

and Pub as well as have occasional acoustic music. 
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Mr. Gagne stated the live entertainment must be limited to acoustic music only. Mr. Gagne stated 

if he was looking to have an actual band he would have to coordinate with the Building and Fire 

Inspectors to ensure the establishment complies with all of the ordinances. 

 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve the Entertainment License for Acoustic Music and Trivia for 

Grand Slam Pizza and Pub, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was Scott Fortier’s resignation from the Cultural 

Council. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept Mr. Fortier’s resignation from the Cultural Council and 

requested to send a letter of thanks, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously.  

 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was voting on the Road Acceptance Policy. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the policy has been vetted by Mr. Hurley, the Chairman of the Planning Board, 

as well as Town Counsel. 

 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve the Road Acceptance Policy, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 

voted unanimously.  

 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of December 4, 

2019. 

 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of December 4, 2019, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded, and so voted unanimously.  

 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was accepting for review the meeting minutes of 

December 18, 2019. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept for review the meeting minutes of December 18, 2019, Ms. 

Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 6:38 p.m. Chairman Moreira opened the public comment period. 

 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report.  

 

Mr. Gagne stated Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical High School’s Carpentry program 

donated two benches to the Council on Aging. Mr. Gagne stated he would like to send a letter of 

thanks. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated he approved a request from the Girl Scouts to use the Town Hall parking lot 

for cookie sales on the weekends through the months of January and February. 
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Mr. Gagne stated last year the Selectmen set a list of priorities they would like to receive state 

funding for. Mr. Gagne stated unfortunately, the Town did not receive funding for any of their 

requests, one of which was funding for a study on 40B projects. Mr. Gagne stated the Old 

Colony Planning Council is offering a grant that provides technical assistance to local 

communities on eligible projects pertaining to housing. Mr. Gagne stated he has applied for the 

grant which can hopefully fund some research on 40B projects. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the Police have done a good job at monitoring the access road behind Shaw’s 

Plaza. Mr. Gagne stated the DEP installed cameras in the area which led to the apprehension of a 

few individuals who were dumping on the access road. Mr. Gagne stated those individuals were 

brought to court, however, the property owner did not appear in court and as a result, the clerk 

magistrate dismissed the cases. Mr. Gagne stated his office, the Police Department and Board of 

Health are all working in concert with the DEP to do everything they can to ensure that the 

access road remains as clear of debris as possible. Mr. Gagne stated the owner of the property 

must be willing to cooperate to hold people accountable to the fullest extent of the law. Mr. 

Gagne stated the owner has been made aware of the continued dumping and was supposed to 

meet with Mr. Gagne, however, has not been in touch. 

 

At 6:43 p.m. Chairman Moreira read the public hearing into the record to discuss Marogeo Inc., 

dba Nara Hookah Lounge, located at 3 South Main Street, Violation of the Town’s Alcohol 

Policy reported by Sergeant Werner, Liquor License Agent. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to open the public hearing, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously.  

 

Office Werner read his report from November 16, 2019 outlining the discovery of what he 

deemed an egregious violation of the Town’s Alcohol policy; serving more than two drinks to a 

patron at a time. 

 

Mr. Karam apologized to the Board and said it would not happen again. Mr. Karam stated 

business was busier than usual that night and he tried to manage the amount of people coming 

into his establishment but it was not manageable.  

 

Ms. Reyes stated Mr. Karam should have reached out to the police when he could not handle the 

amount of people entering his establishment.  

 

Mr. Werner stated he was driving by the establishment and did a car count and about an hour 

later he entered the establishment and did a head count and Mr. Karam was well over capacity. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the alleged egregious violation in question here was the service of bottles of 

alcohol to tables in the establishment. Mr. Gagne stated the Board must determine if this is in 
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fact an egregious incident. Mr. Gagne stated the issue of being over capacity is not a violation of 

the alcohol policy but is taken into context for the incident. 

 

Ms. Reyes referenced that the police reported there were approximately 120-140 people in the 

establishment and there were bottles of tequila sold to four tables. 

 

Mr. Karam stated there were bottles of tequila and champagne but he could not remember 

exactly how many were on the tables.  

 

Officer Werner stated per ABCC regulations, no more than 2 drinks are allowed in front of one 

person at a time. Officer Werner stated for a bottle of 750ml of alcohol to be sold to a table, there 

must be no less than thirteen people present, to fit this regulation. Officer Werner stated there 

were several smaller groups that had bottles of hard alcohol at their tables. 

 

Chairman Moreira stated it seems as though the establishment is out of control and no one is 

monitoring how many drinks each person is consuming. 

 

Chief Flaherty stated it is a privilege to have an alcohol license and that Mr. Karam should be 

more responsible. Chief Flaherty stated Mr. Karam has been told if he has any questions on 

liquor laws then he should call the Police Department and they will inform him of the law.  

 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to deem the incident egregious and follow the penalty outlined in the 

Town’s Alcohol Policy. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated according to the policy, the minimum penalty is a 2-day suspension. 

 

Mr. Kinahan seconded Ms. Reyes’ motion of deeming the incident egregious and following the 

penalty outlined in the Town’s Alcohol Policy, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Moreira stated the Board must vote on when the 2-day suspension will occur. 

 

Chief Flaherty stated he believes the suspension should take place on the same day of the week 

the violation occurred.  

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED that the 2-day suspension take place on Monday, January 20, 2020 and 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020, there was no second, and the motion died. 

 

Ms. Reyes MOVED for the 2-day suspension to take place on Saturday, January 11, 2020 and 

Sunday, January 12, 2020, Chairman Moreira seconded. Chairman Moreira and Reyes voted in 

favor, Mr. Kinahan opposed, motion carried 2-1. 

 

At 7:08 p.m. Mr. Kinahan MOVED to close the public hearing, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so 

voted unanimously. 
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Mr. Gagne stated Mr. Karam has requested to open at 12 p.m. on Sunday, January 19, 2020. 

 

Mr. Karam stated he would like to open early that Sunday due to the long holiday weekend. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to allow Mr. Karam to open at 12 p.m. on Sunday, January 19, 2020, Ms. 

Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:10 p.m. Chairman Moreira read the public hearing notice into the record for a transfer of a 

Class II Used Car Dealer’s License from Vista Motors LLC to Mega Motors Inc., to be located at 

755 North Main Street. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to open the public hearing, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Harutyunyan stated Mega Motors is taking over the Vista Motors location. Mr. Harutyunyan 

stated Vista Motors’ license allowed 40 display cars and Mega Motors will only have 35 display 

cars. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the transfer of the Class II Used Car Dealer’s License from 

Vista Motors LLC to Mega Motors Inc., Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:13 p.m. Ms. Reyes MOVED to close the public hearing, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 

voted unanimously.  

 

At 7:13 p.m. Chairman Moreira stated the following “I would entertain a motion to enter into 

executive session not to return to open session, for purposes of discussing strategy with respect 

to ongoing litigation, specifically the National Opioid Litigation that the Town is a party to, since 

in my opinion as Chair, negotiating in open session would have a detrimental effect on the 

bargaining position of the Town.” 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Moreira, yes; Ms. Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes. 

Open session adjourned at 7:14 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Carroll, Confidential Secretary. 

List of documents in the January 8, 2020 Meeting Packet: 

 Email to the Town Clerk re: Updates – EV for PP and State Primary Date 

 Notice from the Town Clerk re: Early Voting for the Presidential Primary on March 3, 

2020 

 Notice from the Town Clerk re: Nomination Papers 

 Grand Slam Pizza and Pub’s Entertainment License Application 

o Email from Tony Verra re: Days and Hours of Expected Entertainment 

o Email from Tony Verra re: Acoustic Entertainment 

 Letter to Mr. & Mrs. Karam re: Notice of Hearing, January 8, 2020 
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o Letter to Mr. & Mrs. Karam re: Alcohol Policy Violation 

o Letter to Mr. & Mrs. Karam re: Non- Egregious Violation 

o November 16, 2019 Police Report 

o Alcohol Policy and Rules and Regulations for Liquor License Holders in the 

Town of West Bridgewater 

 Public Hearing Notice for the Transfer of a Class II Used Car Dealer’s License from 

Vista Motors LLC to Mega Motors Inc. 

o Transfer Class II Application 

o Motor Vehicle Dealer Certification Form 

o Parking Plan 

 Letter from Ms. Karam requesting approval to open at 12 p.m. on Sunday, January 19, 

2020 

 Email from Scott Fortier Jr. re: Resignation 

 Road Acceptance Policy 

 Meeting Minutes of December 4, 2019 

 Meeting Minutes of December 19, 2019 

 Picture of Benches Donated from Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical High 

School 

 Letter from Robyn Dragonetti re: Request to sell Girl Scout Cookies in the Town Hall 

Parking Lot 

o Request to use Town Hall Parking Lot 

 Notice of 2020 District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) Funding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


